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Dental Laboratories

A soap carving test can be a valuable tool for evaluating the fine motor skills, precision, and
hand-eye coordination of dental technician candidates. To administer such a test, follow
these instructions:

Materials Needed:

e Soap Blocks: Provide each candidate with a standardized soap block. Soap is a good
material for this test because it is soft and easy to carve, similar to the materials
dental technicians work with.

e Carving Tools: Offer a set of carving tools commonly used in dental laboratories, such
as wax carving tools, dental burs, or even miniature dental instruments. Ensure the
tools are clean and sanitized.

o Safety Equipment: Provide safety goggles and gloves to ensure the candidates' safety
while carving the soap.

Instructions:

e Explain the Purpose: Begin by explaining to the candidates that this is a practical test
designed to assess their fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, and attention to
detail, which are important attributes for a dental technician.

e Demonstrate Carving: Provide a brief demonstration of the carving process. Show
candidates how to handle the carving tools and give an overview of the expected level
of precision. Explain that they should aim to create a specific shape or design in the
soap.

e Provide the Task: Assign a specific task or design that candidates should aim to carve
into the soap. The task can vary depending on the skills you want to assess. For
example, you could ask them to carve a small dental crown, tooth, or other dental-
related shape.

e Set a Time Limit: Specify a time limit for completing the task. This time limit should be
reasonable, allowing candidates to demonstrate their skill without excessive pressure.

e Observe and Evaluate: While candidates are carving, observe their technique,
precision, and use of tools. Pay attention to their attention to detail and how closely
they adhere to the provided design.

e Documentation: Consider documenting the candidates' progress and final results with
photographs or written notes. This documentation can be helpful when evaluating
their performance later.
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e End of Test: Announce when the time is up, and ask candidates to stop carving.
Collect their soap carvings for evaluation.

Evaluation:
When evaluating the soap carvings, consider the following criteria:

Precision: How accurately did the candidate carve the designated shape or design?
Attention to Detail: How well did the candidate replicate fine details, if applicable?
Technique: Was the candidate's carving technique consistent and effective?
Hand-Eye Coordination: How well did the candidate handle the carving tools with
precision?

e Overall Quality: Assess the overall quality of the carving, taking into account the
specific task assigned.

The results of the soap carving test can help you assess a candidate's practical skills and
suitability for a dental technician role. Be sure to provide feedback to candidates based on
their performance in this test as part of the overall evaluation process.
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